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Loudspeaker Epos ES14N

Loudspeake

I've probably never gained as much
insight into the professional

development of a loudspeaker as in

this case. Please forgive me if | lose

a bit of critical distance to the Epos
ES14N here and there.
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Of course, the ES14N comes with
baffle covers. However, the
manufacturer recommends

removing them when
listening to music

hat | did not think: No matter with ~ Since Epos B and thus Karl-Heinz FinkOs

whom | talk about it B everyone company headquarters D is only a stoneOs
has a story to tell on the subject of &Eposthrow away from Duisburg, 10m around
speakers.O First and foremost, about thdérequently and get to see whatOs cooking in
ES14 model, which certainly is the most fa- FinkOs pots. | was there very early on the
mous design of the companyOs owner Rosubject of the AES14NO and accordingly got
bin Marshall. In the 1980s, his approachesto hear a lot about its development. At the
were groundbreaking. He tried to build Munich High End show last year, | even
loudspeakers mechanically so &rightO thaput on some music at the demo of a zero-
he could get by with minimalltering. The  series epic. So: | know how they sound.
ES14 was a voluminous two-way acom-And how the sound has changed throug-
pactO speaker with a metal dome tweetehout the development history and inite
and a seven-inch bass-midrange driver.iterations were necessary until the speaker
Even though it was a decidedly British reached where it is now.
phenomenon, it also found many enthusi-
asts in our country, hence the multitude of Appearance
memories of this speaker. Epos was boughfThe ES14N doesnOt deserve the term &com-
out in the late eighties and disappearedpact speakerO any more than its forebear.
from the scene. In 2020, the well-known It is a two-way construction with B you
Essen-based loudspeaker professionafjuessed it - a metal dome and a seven-inch
Karl-Heinz Fink acquired the rights to the woofer blessed with a decent volume. So
name and decided tdlithe brand with life  many references to the legendary original
again. could be made without problems. In terms

of design, the ES14N is an all-around co-

The bBrst result of his efforts is sensibly herent affair. The gently backward sloping
called ES14N and is a reinterpretation of B basically black B front with the accom-
Robin MarshallOs ideas, which can now belished &kinkO in the lower area makes the
purchased from EUR 4,000 per pair. Or for speaker appear modern and somewhat
4,600 if you add the highly recommended compact after all. The solid stand is scre-
stands. wed to the speaker, and | do not consider

The woofer is a
state-of-the-art design
with a polypropylene

cone, ample excursion,
and an extraordinary
double-magnet system
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it sensible to fall back on another make in By the way, the Epos is manufactured in
this case, especially since the combinationChina, which debnitely doesnOt have t
was tuned sound-wise during the develop- be detrimental to the quality, as is evident
ment. here: If you maintain a good relationship
with your suppliers and give them room to
Housing breathe in terms of costing, then the result
The housing of the 16-kilogram ES14N is will also work out. In any case, the matte
made of double-layered MDF, with both white surface of our sample pair iaw?

layers glued together with a modern, high- less, as is the black textured lacquer fronf.

ly dampening adhesive. In addition, vari- The drivers are neatlyuBh with a small
ous struts keep uncontrolled vibrations gap, so thereOs nothing to complain aboy
in check. The result is an extremely low- here. Only the screw connection between
vibration cabinet with very little damping the speaker and the stand does not inspir
material. By the way, the continuous solid conkdence B interestingly, this was also th

in the same way. The bassaeRystem is which sails under the &Fink Team#d 3
coupled to the room via a rear ®ftube.

Master Fink has much to say about the Drivers

placement and design of ®@tubes, and The typical high-end loudspeaker designe

O

Teammates

Turntable:
TechDAS Air Force Il / Reed 3p

Phono preampli“er:
DS Audio

Cartridge:
DS Audio DS-003

tPreampli“er:
NEM PRA-5

o .
[ Power ampli“er:

. . RPN et E Pure Dynamics Class-A Monos
center column of the stand is constructed case with FinkOs high-end two-way aKim,O

Integrated ampli“ ers:
Accuphase E-5000
Thivan Labs 811 Anniversary

there are unique features here as well: Thaisually scours the websites of the driver top Competitors

tube, fared on both sides like a trumpet, dogs Scan Speak, Seas, SB-Acoustics, 3
has a series of circumferential holes in theCo. for the latest technology. At Fink, on
center. Surprisingly, this does not affect thethe other hand, they think about what pre-
primary function at all but dampens the cisely the drivers need to be able to do fo
tubeOs natural resonances very effectivelthe project and start simulating voice coils
This is just one of the many little tricks and carriers, cones and surrounds, basket
Fink integrates into its speakers. Hardly and air gaps. For this, some people in Esse
anyone else does this because the facilitiedo nothing else all day, and they use highly
in Essen for simulating and metrological- specialized, ultra-powerful software tools
ly testing such things are only available infor this purpose. If the results are deemed
very few places worldwide. promising, prototypes are commissioned

In the disassembly drawing of the tweeter,
the impedance control ring and the perforated
voice coil former catch the eye

nd
Loudspeakers:
Klang + Ton Nada

r DIY Focal / JBL

=
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My Baby Just Cares For Me

Return To Forever

Szabodelico

Crossover

Sound

EPISODE 2

—= FINKTEAM.COM
BORG i
Diny

Couldn’t be better?
WELL, WE
MASTERED IT.

FINKTEAM, MAXSTRASSE 75, 45127 ESSEN, GERMANY, TEL: +49 (0)201/236412, INFO@FINKTEAM.COM, WWW.FINKTEAM.COM
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